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The Cutty Sark was launched in Dumbarton, Scotland, in 1869, the year that saw the opening
of the Suez Canal. The first half of the 1800s was a period when European trading grew
extremely quickly, and in particular fast sailing ships, known as tea clippers, were developed for
carrying Chinese tea to Britain. In those days, races between clipper ships were often carried
out from the various areas of China to London, with the vessels reputedly sailing an average of
163 nautical miles a day at speeds averaging 7 knots and exceeding 14 knots in good
conditions. It can be said this was the era in which the performance and sailing techniques of
sailing ships were developed to their utmost limits. Although the Thermopylae, launched in
Aberdeen in 1868, was reputed to be the fastest of all the vessels up to that time, the Cutty
Sark was built with the ambition of beating it. A Acutty sarkt is a woman1s short slip as worn by
the witch in a famous Scottish poem. Aoshimals Cutty Sark is a perfect 1/120 scale
reproduction that has been designed to be easy to assemble. With thin sails made of plastic,
the shipls hull, deck, and other detailed parts have been molded using a fine carved wood
pattern to make an assembly kit that will look good in any interior. We hope you will thoroughly
enjoy making the Cutty Sark as a classic representative sailing ship.
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